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tha quaint one path garden of
IN Colonial daya, there grew behind

the prim box borders the blue
irla. It was not the gorgeous creat-

ion of y, but a simple single
flower around which romance had
woven a spell. "Iris" signifies "rainb-

ow," so p reliance It derived Its poetic
nuns from the daughter of the Grecian

a god Thaumas, who personified the
rainbow that overarched the sky. thua
lending a suggestion for the name 01

the dainty blossom of to-da- y. Indeed,
the Iris of y Is to be fount) ln
nearly "all the colon of the rtlnb-

ow!"
Thla fair flower has not always been

known as the Iris sometimes It Is
called the fleur de lis, taking its name
from the French fleur de Louts, tho
device used by Louts VIII. of France.
It his been well named. alo. "the
orchid of the garden, outrlvalllng, as
:t does Its namesake, not only In Its
graceful formation but in Its range of
marvellous coloring.

Those who chance to visit Irist-
horpe, the summer home of Dr. and
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A of the iris at

Mrs. Homer Gage, at Shrewsbury,
Mass., whan the iris are In bloom, will
find them in endless variety. Great
splashes of golden color, shaded Into
lavender, line the driveway and are re-

peated In every part of the spacious
grounds. Iris are everywhere, from
the earliest varieties of the spring-
time to the midsummer blooms.

Thiq estate of Iristhorpe la nestled
Into the heart of a rolling
country not many miles from Worces-
ter. It comprises many acres at-
tractively out, showing velvety
lawns broken and there by car
den plots of individual charm. They
vary in size and color scheme and show
unusual combinations which have been
most successfully worked out. Nine
years ago this was a most undesirable
estate, now it is distinctive. The trans-
formation lias been gradual, an evolu-
tion of the wornout land until it has
reached the height of Its
Like a gallery surrounded by beauti-
ful paintings, the estate shows flower
pictures on every side.

The old farmhouse came Into exist-
ence In 1658. and was the home of the
country doctor, Edward Flint The
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room used as his office has
been converted into a charming morn-
ing room. Back of this we find the old
medicine closet, a unique
of rough wooden drawers inserted be-

hind the huge chimney, which were
used probably to hold his herbs.

When purchased by Its present own-

ers it stood facing the road, and was
rapidly falling Into decay. Chosen at
first only as a temporary home. Its
charm so appealed and the
made were soon so deepened that the
family were loath to leave the old
homestead and the Idea of building a
new house was The old
house was moved down the hill to the
spot on which It now stands and re-

modelled to meet present day needs.
There Is a Old World

the house as It
stand In the heart of the flower world
which cannot fail to charm the most
casual visitor. of flowers
are worked out. with a view
to bringing Into the par-

ticular flower from which the eatati
tak Its name. There Is a reason for
this pretty which date?
back to childhood days, when a deep
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In the garden army goal of of Education, most of the
the production of 1100,000.000 In food
stuffs.

The famous "Boston Common" is
now the scene of demonstration gar-
dening, as tha school authorities of
Boston, cooperating with the United
States School Garden Army directors,
are establishing maintaining a
series of demonstration gardens on

historic common, where children
from nearby schools are carrying; on
tha work of producing food for them-
selves and their families. It to ex-
pected that teachers from throughout
the country will visit these demonstra-
tion gardens when In Boston this sum-
mer. And, Just by way of demonstrat-
ing that the Central Western flutes
Division Is not to be outdone, Cleve- -'

land, Ohio, reports the establishment
of demonstration gardens "the bus-

iest corner In Cleveland," Ninth street
and Euclid avenue, where dally dem
onstrations In all manner of garden
lore are being conducted under tha
auspices of the U. 8. S. O. A.

Practically every city town In
New Hampshire has organised defi-

nitely garden work, with enthu-alstl- o

children wearing the Insignia of
the IT. 8. 8. O. A., a service bar wltb
the crossed hoe and rake. New Hamp-
shire's fltate Superintendent of In-

struction has adopted the garden army
organization as the definite plan for
garden work to be done In the "Gran-
ite State." Tha State Board of Edu-
cation at a recent meeting directed
that gardening instruction shall be-

come a permanent part of school work,
even per cent, of the entire popula-

tion of New Hampshire la enrolled In
tha U. 8. 8. O. A.

In Maine a similar cooperation be-
tween School Garden Army and the
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Jove for the iris was imbedded In
Milady's heart. It was, she thought,
the home of the fairies, and she loved
to people the beautiful flowers with
tiny Imaginary beings who paid horn
age to their queen, dwelling in the
heart of the blossom.

There are five gardens In all, every
one carrying out a special theme, ibv
deed, the entire garden Is laid out after
a definite architectural plan, though
the effects are brought about In a de-
lightfully informal way. The spring
and midsummer garden la an intimate
one. connected with the house and
balanced on the oppoalta side by the
roe garden with Its background of irla
In fascinating' combinations of color.
The early spring garden la bright with
tulips, which are a riot of color when
the snow first leaves the ground. Thee
are replaced later by midsummer
flower.

The garden proper, from which all
the other plots have been evolved. Use
sequestered from the winds at the
toot of a little terrace. It is semi-circul- ar

In shape, with a beautiful per-
gola at the end. This is backed by a

and Vermont, under for Superintendent has
the 1919. aid equally to the Bureau
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cities in Maihe, and a large proportion
ot the smaller ones have sent in rec-
ords of large enlistments, and In
Maine, as In New Hampshire, tha
parochial schools are making; a splen-
did showing.

New Jersey affords an example of
what school-supervise- d gardening
means as gardening has been officially
adopted as a part of the programme
of the State Department of Education.
Practically every town and city in
New Jersey has companies enrolled
In tha school garden army, and are
using material and gardening instruc-
tions from Trenton, through a

arrangement with tha Fed-
eral Bureau of Education. A num-
ber of paid supervisors of gardening
direct the garden work throughout
the summer, and New Jersey is likely
t) become even mora famous as a
garden State in the future than In
the past

In the great garden State of Penn-
sylvania, the United States School
Garden Army organisation haa been
adopted by Philadelphia and Pitts-
burg, the two cities vising with each
other In the number of enlisted sol-
di rs In the garden army.

The children of tha "Nutmeg State"
are showing an active Interest in the
U. 8. S. G. A. Delaware and Mary-
land report large enlistments, and the
city of Baltimore haa a paid super
visor who remains In charge of tha
work throughout the year

New Tork State leads off With
40.000 children In Greater New Tork
and a proportional showing In such
cities as Albany, Elmlra. Syracuse,
riattsburg, Rochester, Troy, Utlca
and many other cities. The garden
army director for New Tork haa been

c at . . . .v
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rough stone wall, behind which are
masa plantings of splrea (bridal veil).
The entrance to thla fairyland la by
a flight of atone steps copied from an
English garden. Looking down the
grassy path from the atone steps the
central feature of the garden Is the
aun dial, which la appropriately
adorned with the graceful Irla in bas-relie-

Just beyond the aun dial la the Illy
pond, where during the season the
many colored cuplike bloaaoma flaunt
their beauty, mirrored in the surface
of the water below. The fountain which
supplies the water for the little pond is
a bronse figure by Be la Pratt and con-

sidered one of his beat designs. It rep-
resents a fairy surmounted by an Iris,
thus carrying out Milady's childhood
association of the fairies with thla fa-

vorite flower. Around this pool are
many varieties of Irla. among; them
the Japanese, which are the latest to
bloom, and In this way a continu-
ous blase of splendid color prevails
throughout the aeaaon relieving the
cold gray of the stones and the blue of
the water below.

Throughout the gardens the irla la
the controlling motif. There are iris
devices at the tops of the poles over
which the ramblers twine and also In
the centre of the arches which are
trellises for more roses. Iris of every
variety are everywhere. There are
tall strong growing flowers with wide
foliage which have very large flowers
and which AH the air with a aweet
perfume not unlike the fragrance of an
orange blossom. There la the aus-trall- s,

a deep lavender, four feet tall,
and also the kbarput, shading to vel

recognised aa a member of the "offi-
cial family" of the State Department
of Education, and has had active co-

operation In the United States School
Garden Army campaign which has
been going on many months through-
out the State.

E. H. (CHINESE) WILSON ON

TEE PLANT QUARANTINE.

Why such a ludicrous measure.,
wrong In principle and arbitrary In
spirit, should have received the signa-
ture of tha Secretary of Agriculture
passes tha writ of common mortals. Its
purpose Is to keep out further plant
disease and .noxious plant posts, and
tha tacit Implication Is that it will do
so. though even Its framers hesitate to
claim that of a eurety It will effect
this. That It will cot achieve thla Uto-
pian dream goes without saying, but
that It will severely handicap tha de-
velopment of gardens In America Is
equally obvious. Had such a law been
In force, ten, twenty, fifty years ago
thla country would have been without
a great many plants of beauty and
usefulness to her dtlaens. but whether
plant peats would have been lees nu-
merous is, to gay tha least, problemati-
cal. The whole question of noxious
plant pests and their control is ad-
mittedly most Intricate and difficult,
and Is Intimately bound up In the much
larger question ot man's modern
methoda of civilization. The solution
will not be found In such simple, If
drastic, action aa plant exclusion.

No one desires to bring into the
country a peat In any shape or form.
All garden lovers will agree that regu-
lations and proper Inspection of plant
Importations la eminently desirable,
but that a email group of man, no
matter how capable, should be empow-
ered to dictate what should and should
not ho grown In American gardens Is
preposterous. That tha Importation In
limited quantities of plant novelties
and necessities through tha office of
foreign aeed and plant Introductions
of the Department ot Agriculture la to
be allowed will be small comfort to
plant lovers generally, much laaa to
those who have had experience of the
treatment meted out to such aliens.

As ona whoaa unselfish Interest Is
in helping forward the development of
American gardena, which In affect la
tha converting of dwelling; places In
homes. I join with others of like ideals
In the earnest hope that Quarantine
No. IT, wall Intantlonad, but none tha
laaa disastrous to American horticul-
ture, may be repealed and lta place
taken by a measure fair In principle,
liberal In spirit, serviceable In appli-
cation and in effect beneficial to Amer-
ican gardens.

No ona la mora alnrerely Interested
In tha welfare of horticulture than
E. H. Wilson, who haa travailed the
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A portion of the general garden. Iris are everywhere.

vety violet purple, showing flower
stems long and rigid. Then there In

the Queen of the May, defing the
other colors with its soft rose lilac,
which is almost a pink, growing
thirty-tw- o Inches In height.

The pallida Is planted In masses at
the end of the walk end Is eeen In
contrast with tho wonderful rich
yellow of the Abou-Hassa- The
pallida dalmatlca also is there, rang-
ing from soft to deep lavender, forty

I Inches In height and a very rare
variety of the tall bearded irises.

With the favorite varieties new
seedlings have been introduced, such
as the Hiawatha, a pale lavender
flushed with rose, and the Juniata,
whose large clear blue flowers show
prominently on account of Its height
and Its unusually long, drooping foli-
age. Other varieties of this graceful
flower are the pumllus, which le one of
the early flowering kinds tho Slbe-rlc- a,

Germanlca, Orientals and some
of tho Japanese varieties. These are
all planted whero they will make the
best showing and mingle most satis-
factorily with the geheral color
acheme.

The most delicate of all these
flowers the small blossoming kind
are the Siberian. These have narrow
grassy foliage and en accnunt of their
profuse flowering are best for cutting
purposes. Many of this variety are
found In the shrubbery border, while
others are planted around the foun-
tains, as they retain their .beauty well
Into the late fall.

The entrance steps are surrounded
with Madam Chereau, elegantly frilled,
with a border of light blue that en-

hances the white centre. The Ger

SCHOOL GARDEN ARMY ENROLLS 400,000 CHILDREN IN NORTHEAST ALONE

Successful Farming
Secrets Disclosed

world over studying plants. Mr. Wil-

son Is the author of several important
horticultural works and the above Is
bis opinion of the plant quarantine,
published in an Eastern trade Journal.

CLIMBING ROSES.

Tha following Rre good climbing
rosea flowering about In the order In
which they are listed:

Qhlslaine de Fellgonde, bud orange,
flowers creamy white; Purple East,
rosy pink; Paul's scarlet climber,
scarlet; Christine Wright, pink;
A must Roussel, salmon; Paul Noel,
salmon; Gardenia, bud yellow, flowers
cream, turning to white; Tauncnil-scho-

pink to white; Sander's White,
whits; Debutante, light pink; Ever
green Gem, cream; Hiawatha, scarlet;
Excelsla, crimson; Dorothy Parkins,
pink; Mrs. M. IT Walsh, white.

All of these fifteen climbers do well
In tlie latitude of New York, standing
tha winters well, and are quite certain
to give satisfaction.

MOISTURE.

When dry, hot weather comes it la
Important that the garden have sufll- -

clent moisture : but this moisture must
be obtained in the right manner or
the effect will be worse than if none
were given.

For instance, a great mistake Is to
sprinkle plants with a watering pot as
If they obtained the moisture needed
through the leaves. The consequence
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manlca Is the earliest to bloom, but is
rapidly followed by the other varieties,
which make a succession of blossom
and color until late summer. J'lant-lng- s

of hardy perennials are inter-
mingled with the Iris, relieving, though
at the same time accenting, the pre-

dominance of this particular flower.
The latest addition to this ever

growing garden is the Japanese
garden worked out by an artist as an
exact reproduction of one found In
far away Japan. Even the tea house
war brought from abroad, and Is the
work of a Japanese builder. In lta
construction it is mortised together,
few nails being used, while the In-

side is absolutely true to typo. It
stands overlooking the pool, giving n
distinction and character to this
Oriental layout.

As In the gardens of Japan, the
brook flowing through the grounds has
thrown over It a rustic bridge so
picturesque in character that It
promptly carries one's thoughts to
foreign shores. The background of
Japanese .Iris Is a most gorgeous set-
ting, the variety being the one used
In the garden of the Mikado, for every
detail of this part of the grounds has
ben overseen by Japanese experts.

The trees, gracefully distorted, which
stand in the huge Jars are two cen
turies and a half old. They also were
Imported, but have taken kindly to
their new home, adding a truly
Japanese feellnif to the atmosphere of
this garden. Passing the entrance
one conies upon the Cryptomeri
Japonica and the Japanese dwarf
cedar obtusa, while Japanese cherry
trefs btand side by side with Junipers,

I rtt'.nctspora and Japanese umbrella

is Insufficient moisture at the roots
and what is Riven the ground tends to
cause a false growth of tiny roots
near the surfnee that, as soon as nat-
ural conditions return and the water-
ing discontinued, die, and so affect the
vigor of the plant.

Also watering a row of vegetables
tsnds to attract moles If there should
be any In the vicinity, and ono of them
may pass directly under a watered row
lifting many of the plants, thus ex-

posing their roots to the air, and many
of them will perish.

On the other hand, close, fine and
frequent cultivation not only removes
weeds, but causes a dust mulch which
conserves the moisture In the soil
from which the plants get the benefit.

This dust mulch Is a more effective
means of supplying moisture to. plants
than niost ways of watering vegetables.

nil
ajitl mull us
this l

Mjr Horn.
ttt

And ha of room.

of lo for

NAME

ADUSIIM

13

Azaleas and wisteria lend their
claim to the entranro of this par

section, while graceful JapanesaT
flowers, natives of the gardens of far...
av.ay Nippon, border the pool 7

lies the tea This pool lal
rally a most interesting feature oft
the garden and is a favorite rendez-
vous of the who love to
In Its cool waters.

Landscape PJan for This.
The original landscape plan for te

waa somewhat disarranged whan-th- e

Idea of building, a new was."
abandoned. Tho silo was tot
have been used for the new building,"
however, proved r.n especially beautl-- t
ful for a little sunken garden;
and has been utilized for a formal"
pansy plot with a bird bath In tho:

All through the summer
months and from spring until'
late fall this part of tho garden Is a;
mass of bloom.

Altogether, wonderful effects haver
been obtained everywhere. Sepclal at-- :
tentlon has been to the soil In

the different flowers, particularly:
the different varieties of the Iris, are
planted, and unquestionably on this
estate the lr!s Is without a peer.
Hidden away from the open high road,
there Is in upon
it around a turn In the
fo;- - the full effect of the splendkl mass
of color is then revealed as a delight-
ful surprise. It Is. however, only by
a detailed studv of the garden and its
development that one realizes what

and effective work has been
done to beautify the old farm land
and

Mart HARROO Northend.

except an Irrigation system Is
. . i

In the majority of cases ve?e-- i

arc watered the foliage RPts too
much and the roots too little. In
watering vegetables, therefore, it Is
important that a sufficient quantity be

, , U1ITI .1 III.- - IV'II,.
II F.. Haykock.
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U. Government warns that a coal famine isTHE The shortage maybe acute in the cities :

in the country it may be impossible to get coal at all.
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Tirrill Gas Machine Lighting Co.

KlalINIie.l lKfil.

103 Park Ave,
New York City.


